
 

 

Orange Otters 2019 Season 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
We have some exciting new changes for this summer. After a decade of 
coaching the Otters, Shari Jacobs has stepped down as coach to pursue a 
full time job. Shari was a dedicated and loyal coach and we will surely 
miss her and Milo this summer. I am happy to announce that Greg Guldin 
who serves as the head swim coach and aquatics director at Woodberry 
Forest School has agreed to be the head coach this summer. He has put 
together a very energetic and qualified coaching staff to help him make 
this a terrific summer for all our families. Caroline Richards will be 
coaching the evening practices for those who cannot attend morning 
practice or want additional practice during swim season. 
 
We will be holding registration at the Virginia National Bank building on 
Tuesday, May 7, from 5-7pm. I will attach a registration form to this 
email. If you could print that out, fill it out and bring it with you, it will 
hopefully make the process go quicker. The cost of swim team this year 
is $100 for each swimmer if you sign up at registration. After 
registration, the cost will be $110. Our first welcome back picnic will be 
held at the pool on Sunday, June 9 
 
Freestyle will be coming to fit swimmers for suits during registration. We 
will be using the same suit design as last summer. If you can’t be there to 
purchase a suit, they are located at 475 Westfield Rd. in Charlottesville. 
You will be able to go there to pick up or order a suit if they do not have 
your size in stock. You can also order using the homepage they have set 
up for the Otters. The link is 
https://freestyleonline.com/catalog/category/view/s/orange-otters-
swim-team/id/962/. Their phone number is 434-978-4091 and our 
contact person is Don Cochrane. 
 
As always, each family will be required to work at least half of each meet. 
We have 2 out of 4 meets at Orange, which may require each family to 
provide more help. We are pretty firm about this requirement as it takes a 
lot of volunteers to make meets work. If you have an issue with a 
particular meet, you may speak with me and we will see if we can work 
something out.  Additionally, we will be hosting Regionals at our pool this 
year. That will require all hands on deck.  
 
I would like to outline a few expectations we have for the swimmers. Each 
swimmer must be able to swim the length of the pool by the first meet. 



 

 

Each swimmer must attend at least 2 meets but we encourage 100% 
participation. Each swimmer must attend 3-5 practices per week. 
Attendance at every practice, either in the morning or evening, is strongly 
encouraged so that practices can be consistent and swimmers can work 
towards goal times. You may talk to the coach about extenuating 
circumstances such as vacations or camps. Swimmers must show a 
commitment to improving themselves through hard work and willingness 
to listen to coaches. Swimmers and parents must show good 
sportsmanship at practices and meets to teammates, coaches and 
competitors. 
 
We are in need of some trained volunteers. If anyone is interested in 
helping out the swim team by volunteering as a Stroke and Turn Judge or 
Starter, please let me know.  These jobs do require some training and are 
vital to every swim meet.  We do need more volunteers in these areas.  All 
interested volunteers, regardless of experience, will need to attend 
the training sessions. The training will take place on June 2 at FSCC. 
Stroke and Turn training will be 3-4pm and Referee training will be at 
4pm.  
 
If you need to get in touch with me, you can email me at 
cwstelter@yahoo.com or call me at home, 540-672-1311, or on my cell 
at 540-672-8720.  We look forward to seeing you all on May 7. If you 
know anyone interested in swim team, please feel free to forward them 
this information or my contact information.  
 
Catherine Stelter 
 


